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(7) ABSTRACT

Two pivoting portions of a product are connected by a
hinged detent. The hinged detent provides a snap feel when
the product halves are closed or opened to an operable angle.
It also allows for the placement of wires and connectors
within the hinge. The hinged detent design further enables
easy vertical axis assembly and provides for one of a
multiple of operable angles to be factory-set. In adjustable
hinge detents, a dial or similar mechanism can be rotated to
adjust and set the desired operable angle to which the hinged
product halves will be opened. Locating elements are forc-
ibly disengaged from one set of adjusting recesses in the
adjustable hinge, then rotated to different adjusting recesses
of the hinge, and finally permitted to reengage the adjustable
hinge in the new adjusting recesses. This mechanism permits
a multitude of operable angles to be selected. Each time the
product portions are reopened, they will automatically open
to the previously selected angle. The adjustable hinge detent
can be used, for example, to connect two v-keyboard halves,
a screen to a laptop base, two components of collapsing
headphones, or two parts of an adjustable stand.
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